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CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 8345 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR MEX 

SUBJECT: CRASH OF MODEL 212 (XC-BOA) DURING ERADICATION MISSION 
REF: MEXICO 8288 

SUMMARY: AG AERO SERVICES MODEL 212-XC-BAO CRASHED AND BURNED 
IN VICINITY OF TOPIA, STATE OF DURANGO THIS DATE WITH LOSS 
OF FIVE MILITARY TROOPS AND PILOT AND MECHANIC IN SERIOUS 
CONDITION. END SUMMARY. 

1. PR F, I .MIN ARY INFORMATION FROM BHC TECHNICIAN AT THE AG 
AERO SERVICES HANGAR INDICATES MODEL 212-XC/BAO REPORTEDLY 
CRASHED AND BURNED IN THE VICINITY OF TOPIA, WHICH IS ONE 

OF THE ADVANCE BASES CONSTRUCTED LAST YEAR IN THE STATE 
OF DURANGO. INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE FIVE MILITARY TROOPS 
WERE KILLED AND BOTH PILOT AND MECHANIC IN SERIOUS CON- 
DITION. AIRCRAFT ALLEGEDLY ON ERADICATION MISSION IN THE 
NORTHWESTERN ZONE AT TIME OF MISHAP. WILL PROVIDE ADDI- 
TIONAL DETAILS WHEN AVAILABLE. 

2. COMMENT: THERE IS AS YET NO INDICATION OF WHAT CAUSED 
THIS SECOND MAJOR CRASH WITHIN FOUR DAYS. AS SOON AS WE HAVE 
ANY FURTHER INFORMATION EXPLAINING THIS ALMOST INCREDIBLE 
STRING OF MISFORTUNES WE WILL. OF COURSE, FORWARD IT TO 
WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY. WHEN MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE, 
INCLUDING NAMES OF PILOT AND MECHANIC, WE SUGGEST AMBASSADOR 
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VANCE MAY WISH TO SEND MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE TO MEXICAN 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL. END COMMENT. JOVA 
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